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longer fear him, nor the King of England court him; and
the present set of Ministers will finish the ruin of the
country, because he being in effect superannuated, the
public will call for no other men. This is my melancholy
reflection. The Opposition, however, is not broken, and
this difference of opinion will wear off; so far, at least,
the prospect is favourable. I think I shall not sign the
protest, though in other respects I shall be very friendly.
I have troubled, your Grace with a deal of stuff, but the
importance of the SMbject will excuse me. Jack will
have the honour of spending his Easter at Euston. Is
Lord Euston to have a commission in the Militia? I
have endeavoured to dissuade my son. I thank your
Grace for the plover's eggs; it is plain you think me an
epicure!

I have hardly room to present my respectful com-
pliments to the Duchess, and to subscribe myself as I
ought, with perfect esteem and respect,

Your Grace's, &c.,

CAMDEN.

P. S. I understand the Earl has slept well last night,
and is to be removed to-day to Downing Street. He
would have gone into the country, but Addington thinks
he is too weak.

THE ADMIRALTY IN 1778.
[Grafton Memoirs, MS.]

D'EsTAiNG- was for some weeks baffled in his attempts to
get through the Straits of Gibraltar, notwithstanding
which delay (incredible as it may appear) Lord Howe
had not the least intimation from the Admiralty, that a
French fleet might be expected in the North American
seas, though the forwardness of this fleet for sailing was
known throughout Europe; and not a sloop or a cutter
despatched with the necessary information to Lord Howe:
nor did he know any thing of his danger until a frigate
of his own was driven into his fleet by two French ships,